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11-13 August 2017

Live Latin music and dancing | Vintage funfair
Cookery demos | Gardening talks | Teen tent 

Pop-up restaurants | Shopping stalls
Hidden cinema | Family friendly camping

Early bird tickets SAVE 20%

West Dean College and Gardens, West Dean, Chichester, West Sussex PO18 0RX

www.westdeangardens.org.uk

Picnic Porter - Portable Coolbag

www.airsandgracesuk.com
Tel: 01285 862305

Only
£39.99

Rainbow Futures runs  a series of creative camping 
holidays throughout the summer.                         

Family-friendly and affordable, it’s a fabulous way 
to spend those sunny summer days doing great 

things with lovely people                                           
Take a look at our website to see what’s on offer 
www.rainbowfutures.co.uk    tel. 07867 675884 

To advertise, please call Emma or Caroline on 01892 677740

Family Festivals

http://www.westdeangardens.org.uk
http://www.airsandgracesuk.com
http://www.valleyfest.co.uk
http://www.rainbowfutures.co.uk
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SOUTH WEST

WIN
3 WISHES 
FAERY FEST
16-18 June 

Mount Edgcumbe House, 
Torpoint Cornwall
Three days and nights of 
fae inspired magic from 
workshops to music, dress-
ing up to Fairy School. Once 
inside the site, you’ll feel as if 
you have been transported 
into a ‘real life’ fairyland 
full of all kinds of magi-
cal creatures, with wings, 
wands, and sparkle! The 
music stage runs from mid-
day until midnight each day, 
and every night you’ll see a 
fire Faery show in the Faery 
Kingdom Arena. Wild food 
foraging walks every day, 
mermaid crafting sessions, 
storytelling and much more. 
fairyfestival.co.uk
WIN: 5 family tickets 
up for grabs! Enter at 
tinyurl.com/3wishes17

Pull on your wellies, apply a bit of 
glitter and you’re ready to escape! 
Use our guide to the best green festivals 
to pick the ultimate adventures for 
you and your family this summerFESTIVAL

FAMILY

Guide
Green ParentThe

2017

WIN
SEED FESTIVAL
7-9 July Stroud
In its third year, this 

ecology and arts festival 
has created big ideas which 
are now taking root, here’s 
a place to dig deep and 
get real. It’s a festival with a 
strong intention, a confer-
ence in a field of dreams. 
The aim is to redesign reality, 
to create the blueprint for a 
world that thrives with na-
ture. Hawkwood's beautiful 
setting with its biodynamic 

farm, country house, natural 
spring, gorgeous grounds 
and woodlands allow people 
to relax and be nourished 
in nature. There's loads of 
workshops and performanc-
es; plus family fun. Project 
Dirt invites everyone to 
unplug from the virtual world 
and get stuck into a real one.
seedfestival.co.uk
WIN: 2 weekend 
camping tickets.
Enter at tinyurl.
com/seedfest17

WIN
YOGA 
CONNECTS
7-9 July 

Nr. Wells, Somerset
Meet renowned local and 
global teachers as they bring 
their fun and eclectic styles 
to the mix with an awesome 
music line up to match. 
Yoga isn’t the only thing to 
get your heart pumping at 
this beautiful small festival, 
think shamanic ceremonies, 
capoeira, dancing, drum-
ming and raving. For the 
more adventurous yogi who 
likes a challenge, there’s 
Ariel Yoga, Circus Silks and 
Acro Yoga. Fancy some-
thing a little more relaxing? 
Try Yin Yoga, meditation, 
gong baths, hot tubs and 
spa and massage facilities, 
so you can put your feet 
up and wind down. This 
is a No Plastic Zone, with 
inspirational speakers talk-
ing about forward-thinking 
sustainable solutions. 

Children under 12 years 
old are welcome free of 
charge. Children can learn 
about animals and nature 
through yoga, movement, 
games, arts and crafts.
yogaconnects.co.uk
WIN: 1 gold 3-day 
ticket. Enter at
tinyurl.com/yogacon17

CHAGSTOCK
21-22 July Dartmoor
Described as the best small 
festival in the South West, 
Chagstock boasts Soul II 
Soul and the Dub Pistols as 
headliners this year. There’s 
a children’s play area in the 
main arena which includes 
bouncy castle/slide, face 
painting, climbing tower, 
various workshops and 
alternative therapy tent. Or-
ganisers endeavour to make 
sure that all children have a 
great time, allowing parents 
to have a brilliant and worry-
free festival. chagstock.info

‘There's such a warm friendly 
atmosphere at 3 Wishes Faery Fest, 

there's a real sense of security. 
Everyone is watching out for 

each other and looking after one 
another, it's like one big family 

reunion every year.’ Mikala 

Biggest
 Ever Ticket Giveaway!
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http://www.fairyfestival.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/3wishes17
http://www.seedfestival.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/seedfest17
http://www.tinyurl.com/seedfest17
http://www.yogaconnects.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/yogacon17
http://www.chagstock.info
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VALLEY FEST
4-6 Aug Nr. Bristol
Off a little road in Chew 
Magna, just south of Bristol, 
up a dirt track lies Luke’s 
farm. Walk across the lush 
green fields and be greeted 
with a stunning view of the 
lake and the valley sur-
rounding it. Now take in the 
other sights and sounds 
around you; trombones and 
trumpets, violins and guitars, 
drums of all shapes and 
sizes, glorious voices lifted 
in song, the stomping feet of 
everyone dancing, sumptu-
ous smells of freshly cooked 
organic local food, cookery 
classes with top chefs, the 
chatter of everyone enjoy-
ing food together with a 
Midnight Feast and Sunday 
Picnic, screams of delight 
of children running free and 
getting to know the farm 
animals close up, the roar 
and warmth of the firepits 
and the hum of happiness 
all around – welcome to 
Valley Fest! valleyfest.co.uk

WHIRL-Y-FAYRE
18-20 Aug
Nr. Glastonbury, Somerset
Winners of The Green 
Parent Best Family Festival 
2016, Whirl-y-Fayre is more 
than just a small festival 
and more than just a dance 
event. This year there are 
more artists, bands and 
DJs than ever before, who 
keep the soundtrack alive. 
Krafty Kids Tent, Robbie’s 
Psy Art, Hubbadillia’s 
magic pizzas, Spiral Spices, 
Goddess Temple, Fly Zone, 
Tipi Lodge, colourful stalls, 
workshops and a new 
enlarged Healing Area all 
help to make life at the Fayre 
complete. And then there is 
Somerset cider, homemade 
cakes, ice cream, log fires 
and simple intimacy with 
sun, moon, stars and each 
other. Whirl-y-Fayre is 
a place to feel free and 
connected. It is an event 
difficult to describe and 
a moment impossible to 
miss. whirl-y-fayre.co.uk

WIN
SUPERSPIRIT 
CAMP
18-28 Aug

Westbury-on-Severn, 
near Gloucester
A rich and creative camp 
that runs for 11 days, 
incorporating healing, 
dance, music, crafts, a 
multi-faith spirit forum, and 
much more. The focus for 
the camp is creativity in 
all its forms, and a chance 
for you to spend quality 
time with yourself and 
others. superspirit.co.uk
WIN: 1 family ticket - up 
to four people. Enter at
tinyurl.com/superspirit17

SPIRIT FEST
31 Aug – 3 Sept
Gloucestershire
A celebration of love and 
unity for all the family 
with performance as well 
as children's activities, 
workshops, dance, music, 
art, glamping, crafts, circus 
skills, healing, raw choco-
late, sauna and yoga. The 

festival has a rich mixture 
of workshops, children and 
youth events and activites 
as well as ceremonies, 
rituals and circle work. This 
year we will once again 
have sweat lodges and 
new to this year a fire walk. 
The food is vegetarian, raw 
and vegan. The camping is 
served with hot showers, 
steam sauna and compost 
toilets. spiritfestuk.org

CENTRAL

WIN
WOOD 
FESTIVAL
19-21 May 

Braziers Park, Oxfordshire
Wood is an award-winning 
renewable-powered festival 
of music and nature set in 
the beautiful Chiltern hills. 
Spend 3 nights camping 
in a clearing in the woods, 
and try free workshops 
on everything from yoga 
to thatching, jewellery-
making to bicycle repair. 
Hear music from The Magic 
Numbers, Ben Ottewell 
(Gomez), Blue Rose Code 
and CC Smugglers, and 
enjoy delicious locally-
sourced food and drink. It's 
the Year of the Hedgehog 
too! woodfestival.com
WIN: 1 family weekend 
ticket - 2 adults and up 
to 4 children. Enter at
tinyurl.com/woodfest17

WIN
THE 
BUSHCRAFT 
SHOW

27-29 May 
Beehive Farm Woodland 
Lakes, Derbyshire
This jam-packed, three-
day event will be filled 
with amazing bushcraft 
activities that will take 
you and your family on 
a bushcraft and survival 
adventure that you’ll never 
forget. Whether you go 
for the day or stay for 
the weekend, you can try 
your hand at woodland 
crafts, firelighting, shelter 
building, tracking, foraging, 
woodland games and much 
more. Meet Ray Mears and 

Will Lord as well as other 
experts in bushcraft skills. 
thebushcraftshow.co.uk
WIN: Family day tickets 
on 29 May for 2 adults 
and 2 children. Enter at
tinyurl.com/bushcraft17

WIN
ALIVE AND 
V-DUBBIN
9-11 June

Haughley Park, Suffolk
An affordable family 
friendly festival that 
welcomes everyone. 
There’s something for all 
whether you camp for the 
weekend or visit for a day.
Offering visitors of all ages 
a relaxed, chilled out visit 
with live music, loads for the 
kids to do in Neverland Kids 
Area - from craft activities 
and workshops, drumming 
workshops, Archery, 
Bouncy Castle, Giant slide, 
Bungee trampoline, Pedal 
Karts, to practising new 
skills on the free skate ramp, 
Kids Movie tent and VW 
displays on Saturday and 
Sunday plus loads more.
aliveandvdubbin.co.uk
WIN: 1 family weekend 
camping ticket. Enter at
tinyurl.com/dubbin17

WIN
WORLD YOGA 
FESTIVAL
7-9 July 

Reading, Berks
The World Yoga Festival 
is bringing together the 
most revered teachers 
in yoga, meditation and 
wisdom in one glorious 
3-day open-air festival. 
It will be an outstanding 
opportunity to learn from 
true masters. Brand new to 
the festival this year is the 
Transformation Tent – the 
opportunity to become 
your dream character 
and dress up from head 
to toe. Come inside to be 
decorated and transformed 
through paint, glitter and 
tattoos or make a mask. 
yogafestival.world
WIN: 1 family ticket 
- 2 adults and 2 
children. Enter at
tinyurl.com/worldyoga17

'My favourite camp is Superspirit! After years of attending with my 
parents, I can now pass on the tradition by bringing my children. 

This isn't just a family orientated camp it in itself is a family! 
Everyone knows, accepts and looks after each other.' Vicki

http://www.valleyfest.co.uk
http://www.whirl-y-fayre.co.uk
http://www.superspirit.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/superspirit17
http://www.spiritfestuk.org
http://www.woodfestival.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/woodfest17
http://www.thebushcraftshow.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/bushcraft17
http://www.aliveandvdubbin.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/dubbin17
http://www.yogafestival.world
http://www.tinyurl.com/worldyoga17


10-13TH AUGUST 2017  |  HAMPSHIRE, UK

ESCAPE TO A WORLD FILLED WITH UNITY, CREATIVITY & FREEDOM!

NEW Family camping

Kidztown  

theatreworkshops
c ircus

healing areas

interactive streets

12 & under free

activ ities

Forest Schools

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 
BOOMTOWNFA IR .CO.UK

FUNK  |   SOUL  |   REGGAE  |   FOLK  |   GARAGE  |   SKA 
DRUM & BASS  |   WORLD  |   BLUEGRASS

PLUS MANY MORE ARTISTS

LEVELLERS •   KATE RUSBY
ERIC BIBB •   SHOW OF HANDS

A festival of folk’s finest acts gathered in beautiful leafy 
parkland for one uplifting summer day of music.

All the fun of a festival without the need to camp. Just pack 
up a picnic and join us for our 10th festival celebrations!

Family friendly • Children’s activities • Workshops • Craft tent
Vintage tent • Music stalls • Delicious Food • Real Ale Bar

WWW.FOLKBYTHEOAK.COM OR CALL THE BOX OFFICE ON: 01432 355 416

Dance Acts:
|| JABADAW || GLORYSTROKES

 || STEAMCHICKEN || LASAIR
|| CONTRASAURUS || BOLDWOOD

 Ceilidh Bands  Concerts
 Morris Teams  Workshops

P@ndemonium! Children’s Festival

refolkus  for 11-20 year olds 
 Great Campsite

 Singarounds & Sessions
 Craft Fair   Caterers

 Real Ale & Cocktail Bars25.26.27.28 august 2017

 Chris Diff ord  Jon Boden
 The Unthanks  Seth Lakeman
 The Transports
 Jim Moray presents Upcetera
 Andy Fairweather Low and

The Low Riders  Sam Carter  Cara
 Joe Broughton’s Folk Ensemble

more acts to be announced! see website for latest...

TICKETS

O N                                  S A L E
NOW!

 Shrewsbury Folk Festival 
 @shrewsburyfolk

ERIC BIBB 
Faith, Folk & Anarchy

Le Vent Du Nord

Loudon Wainwright III

Skipinnish  The Young’uns 
Oysterband

SARAH JAROSZ  

www.shrewsburyfolkfestival .co.uk

SFF 2017 - A6 Portrait (Colour).indd   1 17/01/2017   12:25

To advertise, please call Emma or Caroline on 01892 677740

Family Festivals

http://www.aliveandvdubbin.co.uk
http://www.boomtownfair.co.uk
http://www.seedfestival.co.uk
http://www.folkbytheoak.com
http://www.shrewsburyfolkfestival.co.uk


BOOK NOW!
Beehive Farm Woodland Lakes, Derbyshire, DE12 8HZ Ray MearsBushcraft Expert

Lofty Wiseman
SAS Survival Expert

Dave CanterburySurvival Expert

Will Lord
Flint Knapper

Face Painting
Water Zone

Birds of Prey
Kids Zone

Evening
Entertainment

www.thebushcraftshow.co.uk | T: 0333 4567 123
For show updates follow:       The Bushcraft Show       BushcraftShow

Archery Forge An Axe
Woodland Crafts

Fire Lighting

Free Talks, Demos &
Workshops

Wild Foods

Pottery Open Canoeing

Tracking
Axe Throwing

Camping Expert Speakers
And Lots, Lots More!

Wild Animals
Children’s Activities

Dogs Are
Welcome!

To advertise, please call Emma or Caroline on 01892 677740

Family Festivals

http://www.chagstock.info
http://www.bromyardfolkfestival.co.uk
http://www.thebushcraftshow.co.uk
http://www.harlequinfayre.co.uk
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LATITUDE FESTIVAL
13-16 July Southwold
Arranged around the banks 
of the central Latitude lake, 
the Children’s Arena keeps 
the kids entertained day 
and night with everything 
from pond dipping and face 
painting to helterskelter 
rides and theatre workshops 
alongside wildlife survival 
skills and assault courses 
suspended in the trees. 
latitudefestival.com 

WIN
FOLK BY
THE OAK
16 July 

Hatfield, Herts
Folk by the Oak is just 
outside London, but feels 
a million miles away. This 
one day festival with the 
likes of the Levellers and 
Kate Rusby heading up the 
music acts is surrounded 
by the leafy green parkland 
of Hatfield House, where 
you will be immersed in 
music, history, ancient oaks, 
bunting, fun and laughter. 
From the intimacy of the 
Acorn Stage to the open 
air festival buzz of the Main 
Stage, expect award win-
ning musicians and inspiring 
new talent in one memora-
ble day. For younger 'Folk by 
the Oakers' there’s a world 
of creative workshops to 
discover onsite as well as 
a dedicated family friendly 
area. folkbytheoak.com
WIN: 1 family ticket - 2 
adults and 2 children 
(worth £107). Enter at
tinyurl.com/folkoak17

STANDON CALLING
27-30 July
Standon Lordship, Herts
The perfect intimate escape 
in the stunning Hertford-
shire countryside for 
festival-lovers and families 
alike. Expect everything 
from baby multi-sensory 
raves and yoga, to sea 
monster puppet shows and 
street dance classes to the 
famous costume parade, 
kids-only trapeze, street 
dance classes, the famous 
dog show and family swim 
sessions in the festival's 
very own outdoor heated 

pool! The line up this year 
includes Orbital, Laura 
Mvula and Kate Tempest. 
standon-calling.com

WIN
BAREFOOT 
FESTIVAL
28-30 July

Loughborough, Leics
The tents have been 
booked, the bands are 
pumped and ready to go, 
the healing fields are set, 
the cabaret performers 
are already glistening and 
the fire is waiting to be lit… 
everything is go at Barefoot 
Festival head quarters. The 
stunning Talulah Blue will be 
back hosting the amazing 
burlesque and cabaret 
show bringing with her all 
kinds of glamorous follies. 
Kay and her magic band 
tent is returning with some 
foot stomping electrify-
ing beats day and night. 
barefootfestival.com
WIN: 1 family weekend
ticket. Enter at
tinyurl.com/barefoot17

WIN
HARLEQUIN 
FAYRE
3-6 Aug Norfolk

Fancy dress your thing? 
Best costumes win prizes 
every night! Bring out the 
Fool in you! The Kids Area 

is full of fun and engaging 
activities. Harlequin Fayre 
is about relaxing in clean 
simple comfort, camping up 
in beautiful spots and not 
having to worry about the 
kids. harlequinfayre.co.uk
WIN: 1 family ticket 
- 2 adults and 2 
children. Enter at
tinyurl.com/harlequin17

WIN
TRIBAL HEARTS
11-14 Aug
Whittlebury 

Park, Northants
Tribal Hearts combines 
many elements of natural 
living with family life, aiming 
to support parents in rais-
ing a healthy, happy tribe! 
Like every good festival 
there's great live music, de-
licious food, camping and 
plenty of fun, but with the 

added benefit of being able 
to take something away of 
value to you and your chil-
dren. With an emphasis on 
creativity, play and nature, 
children are immersed in 
opportunities to explore 
and learn, express them-
selves and gain confidence 
whilst supporting all areas 
of development. Work-
shops include parenting 
support to enhance your 
relationships with your 
children and create peace-
ful homes and interactive 
sessions on healthy and 
environmentally friendly 
lifestyle choices. tribal-
heartsfestival.co.uk
WIN: 1 family 
weekend ticket - 
2 adults and 2 children 
camping. Enter at
tinyurl.com/tribalhearts17

SHREWSBURY 
FOLK FESTIVAL
25-28 Aug
Shrewsbury, Shropshire
Some of the most estab-
lished artists from the UK 
gather with acts celebrating 
folk traditions from across 
the world, taking you on a 
voyage of discovery. But 
Shrewsbury Folk Festival is 
about more than just music. 
From its hub just off the 
main area, the kid’s zone 
is close to the village stage 
and perfectly positioned 
for parents and children to 
have fun together, safely 
tucked in an area of the 
site, but close enough to 
the action for it to be a 
real part of the event. The 
Wee Folkies area has a 
baby changing and feeding 
area, as well as a whole 
programme of activities for 
the under fives. shrews-
buryfolkfestival.co.uk

BROMYARD FOLK 
FESTIVAL 8-10 Sept
Bromyard, Herefordshire
This brilliant traditional 
music, song and dance 
fest lures folk fans from 
around the world to a 
town in the Welsh Borders 
where artists perform 
over 170 hours worth of 
great music through the 
course of the weekend. 
This is the 50th year of the 
festival. There’ll also be 
morris sides, workshops, 
dance displays, children's 
entertainment including 
Jan's Van, craft fair, dance 
instructionals, real ale 
bars, food, pub sessions 
etc. Don’t miss the Friday 
night ceildlh. bromyard
folkfestival.co.uk

Voted by our readers, the Best Family 
Festival Award 2017 goes to Barefoot 
Festival (barefootfestival.com) - a 
grassroots community gathering.
"Absolutely brilliant festival, everyone is 
made to feel welcome. It's like one big 

family! I went for the first time last year and was eight months pregnant, I'm 
now saving up for tickets for this year so I can take my daughter who will be 
almost one. I have no reservations at all about taking her at such a young 
age and look forward to taking her for many years to come!” Becky Shaw

Green Parent

W
INNER

TRIBAL HEARTS

http://www.latitudefestival.com
http://www.folkbytheoak.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/folkoak17
http://www.standon-calling.com
http://www.barefootfestival.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/barefoot17
http://www.harlequinfayre.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/harlequin17
http://www.tribalheartsfestival.co.uk
http://www.tribalheartsfestival.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/tribalhearts17
http://www.shrewsburyfolkfestival.co.uk
http://www.shrewsburyfolkfestival.co.uk
http://www.bromyardfolkfestival.co.uk
http://www.bromyardfolkfestival.co.uk
http://www.barefootfestival.com
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SOUTH EAST

WIN
SUN AND MOON 
FESTIVAL
30 Jul – 5 Aug

Herstmonceux, 
East Sussex
A small festival of around 
350 people, actually more 
like a big family than a 
festival. With around 60 
teachers and facilitators 
each giving daily workshops 
- there are a lot of amazing 
courses on offer - so many 
that you'll find it almost 
impossible to choose what 
to do all day! You'll find 
everything from Indian head 
massage classes to Tai Chi, 
and from yoga and medita-
tion to dancing 5 rhythms. 
There are hundreds of 
things for younger people to 
do too - from singing to foot-
ball, willow weaving to circus. 
sunandmoonfestival.com
WIN: 1 family week 
pass - 2 adults and 2 
children. Enter at
tinyurl.com/sunmoon17

WIN
BOOMTOWN
10-13 Aug
Winchester, Hants

Welcome to Boomtown, a 
city of wonderment, theatre, 
escapism and community 
with breathtaking and intri-
cate stages and streets just 
waiting to be discovered. 
From treetop adventures in 
the Forest School to interac-
tive play and face painting 
in the shops and venues of 
the fully interactive street, 
Kidztown takes all the 
family friendly elements of 
the rest of the festival and 
bundles it up into a bite-size 
portion. Lounge out at the 
Sandcastle Stage, which 
hosts family friendly shows 
as well as artists big and 
small from main acts to 
bands specifically for littler 
ears. boomtownfair.co.uk
WIN: 1 family ticket.
Enter at tinyurl.com/
boomtownfair17

WIN
CHILLI FIESTA
11-13 Aug
Nr. Chichester, 

West Sussex
The UK's biggest chilli 

festival returns. Join the 
party and dance to live Latin 
music, watch cookery and 
gardening demonstrations 
and taste delicious chilli 
foods 'til your tongue sizzles. 
Make the most of the family-
friendly festival atmosphere 
and camp onsite with great 
facilities. westdean.org.
uk/events/chilli-fiesta
WIN: 1 family day 
ticket - 2 adults and 
4 children. Enter at
tinyurl.com/chillifiesta17

CAMP BESTIVAL
27-30 JulyDorset
Camp Bestival is the "little 
sister" of Bestival, set up by 
DJ Rob da Bank, set in the 
glorious grounds of Lulworth 
Castle. campbestival.net

WIN
BROADSTAIRS 
FOLK WEEK
11- 18 August 

Broadstairs, Kent
Broadstairs Folk Week is 
in its 52nd year - there are 
venues all over the town, 
bursting with music. The 
Concert Marquee in the 
town's park is the festival 

hub where the main head-
line acts appear.There are 
dances and ceilidhs, a Craft 
and Music Fair and over 70 
workshops in music, dance 
and song for beginners to 
advanced. There's a full 
programme of children's 
events – and a Festival 
campsite with Panic Circus.
broadstairsfolkweek.org.uk
WIN: 2 tickets with camp-
ing for 2 nights. Enter at
tinyurl.com/broadstairs17

WALES
UNEARTHED IN A FIELD
16-18 June
St. Davids, Pembs
Unearthed In a Field is about 
rediscovering something 
hidden within. Something 
that lies deep within us. This 
festival is about creating a 
space where people of all 
ages and backgrounds can 
come together peace-
fully and share knowledge, 
skills, conversations, 
laughter and dance. The 
philosophy of this event 
is about the expansion of 
consciousness. Expect 

yoga, shamanic dance, 
sacred singing, circus, 
comedy and meditation. 
unearthedinafield.co.uk

NORTH

WIN
GERONIMO 
FESTIVAL
27-29 May

Failsworth, Nr. Manchester
Geronimo is a family festival 
aimed at children under 
13 and their families. The 
festival is focused on quality 
family time and imaginative 
play. The aim of the festival 
is to encourage families 
to play, learn and create 
magical memories together. 
geronimofest.com
WIN: Family pass to 
the festival for any 
chosen day. Enter at
tinyurl.com/geronimo17

WIN
STAXTONBURY
7-9 July Nr. 
Scarborough

This is the nineth year of 
Staxtonbury - a family 
friendly music festival with 
local bands, local beers 
and local foods on show.

There's lots of things for kids 
free including the arts and 
crafts workshop, childrens 
entertainer, zumba, tennis 
coaching and competitions. 
At a small cost there are 
bouncy castles, slides and 
rides, a climbing wall and 
waterballs along with the 
clay modelling, hair braiding, 
crazy golf, a carousel, henna 
tattoos and face painting.
staxtonbury.com 
WIN: Weekend fam-
ily ticket - up to four 
people. Enter at tinyurl.
com/staxtonbury17

WIN
UNDERNEATH 
THE STARS
21-23 July

Barnsley, Yorks
This summer festival of 
music, arts and food, is a 
collaboration between Kate 
Rusby, her family production 
team and Cannon Hall Open 
Farm. Confirmed headlin-
ers are Newton Faulkner, 
Show Of Hands, and Kate 
Rusby. In addition to the 
musicians there will be a 
host of activities for a range 
of ages including craft stalls, 
workshops, storytelling, and 
giant planetarium show-
ing incredible educational 
video presentations and 
night-sky projections. 
underthestarsfest.co.uk
WIN: 1 family weekend 
pass - 2 adults and 3 
children. Enter at
tinyurl.com/understars17

WIN
FESTIVAL OF 
THRIFT
23-24 Sept

Redcar, n. Yorks
A big free weekend of 
activities designed for all the 
family, showing you how to 
save money, be environ-
mentally savvy and live a rich 
and creative life. Leading 
and emerging artists, dem-
onstrations, stalls, talks and 
workshops offering thrifty 
advice, tips and tricks as 
well as innovative tasty food 
and drink. Parking is £5 per 
car. festivalofthrift.co.uk
WIN: Workshops, 
lunch and parking 
tickets. Enter at
tinyurl.com/festofthrift17

'The kids area kidztown at boomtown in brilliant! So 
creative and so much fun for kids of all ages!' Victoria

http://www.sunandmoonfestival.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/sunmoon17
http://www.boomtownfair.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/boomtownfair17
http://www.tinyurl.com/boomtownfair17
http://www.westdean.org.uk/events/chilli-fiesta
http://www.westdean.org.uk/events/chilli-fiesta
http://www.tinyurl.com/chillifiesta17
http://www.campbestival.net
http://www.broadstairsfolkweek.org.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/broadstairs17
http://www.unearthedinafield.co.uk
http://www.geronimofest.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/geronimo17
http://www.staxtonbury.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/staxtonbury17
http://www.tinyurl.com/staxtonbury17
http://www.underthestarsfest.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/understars17
http://www.festivalofthrift.co.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/festofthrift17


http://www.campingwithsoul.com


SAM 
'17

30th July to 5th AugHerstmonceux Castle

Sun & Moon
festival

30th July
to 5th August
sunandmoonfestival.com

A wonderful week of wellbeing

Unearthed in 
a field

16 - 18 June 2017

unearthedinafield.co.uk
Tickets on sale

St Davids, Pembrokeshire

Celebrating the expansion 
of consciousness

Natural Parenting
& Lifestyle Festival

11th - 14th August

www.tribalheartsfestival.co.uk

21-23 JULY 2017
CANNON HALL FARM, BARNSLEY

UNDERTHESTARSFEST.CO.UK

NEWTON FAULKNER   
KATE RUSBY
SHOW OF HANDS   
LUCY ROSE
RAGHU DIXIT

THE

MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL   

PLUS SPECTACULAR STREET THEATRE   STORY-TELLING 
TRADITIONAL CRAFTS   MUSIC AND DANCE WORKSHOPS 
QUALITY STREET FOOD AND A VERY LOVELY CAMPSITE

To advertise, please call Emma or Caroline on 01892 677740

Family Festivals

http://www.sunandmoonfestival.com
http://www.yogafestival.world
http://www.yogaconnects.co.uk
http://www.staxtonbury.com
http://www.whirl-y-fayre.co.uk
http://www.unearthedinafield.co.uk
http://www.tribalheartsfestival.co.uk
http://www.spiritfestuk.org
http://www.barefootfestival.com
http://underthestarsfest.co.uk
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HIPPY, MAINSTREAM, TOILETS, PEER 
pressure, freedom, autonomy, dirty, 
responsible, childhood, nature, elements 
and connection. I asked my friend Cas-
sie for a few words to start a discussion 
about raising children off grid and these 
are what she gave me. A forty-something 
mother of three who lives in a hand-built 
home as part of the Lammas ecovillage 
in Wales, she responded straight away. 
The speed of her email reply answered 
one of the questions most often asked of 
those living without mains electricity. ‘Off 
grid', it seems, does not necessarily mean 
‘off-line’. There are many reasons why a 
family might want to 'go off grid.' Rising 
costs of services; a desire to live closer to 
our natural rhythms; a wish to be more 
self-sufficient; a drive to be more eco-
friendly… Off grid has come to mean more 
than a technological fix. It’s a way of life.
 When asked what made the family 
want to give up life in London and move 
to the wilds of West Wales, Cassie replied; 
“We weren't really city folk to start with. 
I grew up in rural USA and the UK. The 
city was an anomaly. We moved to Wales 
because of our special needs child. We 

felt vulnerable, as we couldn't let him 
out to play safely. We had started Steiner 
education and felt drawn to more natural 
surroundings. I studied Environmental 
Science and wanted to live in eco-com-
munity, so between the child aspect and 
the eco aspect it made sense to move to 
a rural area. Why Wales? It’s so beauti-
ful. It’s also cheaper to live here. We love 
the Welsh culture and the people.”

WORDS Helen Iles

RAISING
CHILDREN
OFF-GRID

STARTED AT FESTIVALS
Intrigued, I asked Cassie to tell me more 
about her childhood and how she came 
across this way of living. “I always felt at home 
in nature. My uncle had a farm in Dorset and 
my great-grandfather was a proper farmer 
in upstate New York, ploughing with heavy 
horses. When we were in London, we started 
going to the Big Green Gathering, where we 
found people of like mind and lots of inter-
esting aspects of low impact living in the UK. 
It was definitely an inspiration. We started 
working at festivals to pay our way - organic 
food cafes then moving on to willow weaving 
workshops. We still do that locally. It’s a nice 
way to enjoy a festival and cover your costs!
 Dan Hurring, a founder of the Off Grid 
Festival which happens in August in Exeter, 
Devon, agrees that Festivals are a great way 
to dip your toe into off-grid life. “Ideally, 
children will learn a bit more about a way 
of living that is a bit more self-responsible 
and where they have a choice. They get to 
play, but at the same time as playing they 
can learn. They might be playing but at the 
same time, turning wood. They might be 
building a den but learning about construc-
tion. It’s constructive play. Intelligent play. >

'WE STARTED WORKING AT FESTIVALS TO PAY 
OUR WAY - ORGANIC FOOD CAFES THEN MOVING 
ON TO WILLOW WEAVING WORKSHOPS'

HORSE AND CART RIDE AT OFF-GRID FESTIVAL
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> For parents, they get to see their kids in 
a natural environment. One of the biggest 
benefits, looking at my children, who are 4 
and 6, is for them to have a taste of freedom. 
It’s a safe place for children to explore and 
find themselves. Off Grid Festival tries to 
create an environment where we respect the 
need for safeguarding, but also allow kids to 
express themselves in a way that we’ve done 
forever. Kids have forever roamed the coun-
tryside, paddling in streams and climbing 
trees. That’s a primal part of a child that we 
are in danger of oppressing in this society, 
because we’re so terrified of what could hap-
pen to them. We can end up crushing them.”
 It doesn’t take a genius to see that for 
today’s children, connection is more 
likely to mean wi-fi than wilderness and 
for Cassie, her children being able to fully 
experience childhood is an important 
aspect of why she chooses to live this way.
“Childhood should be just that - the experi-
ence of being a child. Not practising to be an 
adult already with a phone and all the con-
sumerist trappings. Get into the woods. Get 
dirty. Scrape your knee. Have experiences 
of risk! It makes for better judgement when 
you’re an adult. Children deprived of sen-
sory stimulation like this have no concept of 
spatial awareness or of their impact on the 
world. They need to come across bugs to see 
what happens when they squash them!”
 Do you think your lifestyle makes your 
children a bit different and if so, do they 
mind? I asked Cassie. “The main thing 
I think makes them stand out is their 
freedom of thought and their intelligence. 
Not that I think other kids aren't as clever, 

but living this way does broaden the mind 
and gives an unusual slant to the devel-
oping human's sense of connection and 
empathy. Our children understand our 
reliance on elements for power, but do get 
frustrated sometimes. I point out on grid 
people can get power outages for days, and 
can't do anything about it! At least we can. 
It does seem weird to other kids though. 
Our loos are definitely different, too. 
My kids prefer outdoor compost loos - 
there’s less smell and more privacy.”
 Toilets is surely one of the aspects 
which puts a lot of people off festi-
vals like this. How does the Off Grid 
Festival handles human waste?
“We use compost toilets, the majority of 
which are provided by Thunderbox, (thun-
derboxes2go.co.uk) a Devon-based company 
that make really nice timber compost loos. 

They take away solid waste and use it on 
their land and leave the liquid waste and 
we use it on our own land beacuse watered-
down urine is actually really good for soil.”
 Ok, toilets aside, give me two reasons why 
I want to experiment with off grid living.
Cassie: “Your own homegrown food - 
grazing in the garden is a natural thing 
for my daughter, Bea. She wouldn't trade 
that for anything. Also the purity of the 
spring water coming from the tap. Vi-
brant and delicious. My son David says 
water DOES taste of something!”
 Dan: “The positive aspect of freedom is 
about choice. It’s about our human right to 
choose how we live. To live from the land 
if we choose and to grow our own food 
and be self-sustaining. So it’s about our 
sovereignty. It’s about small, DIY solu-
tions. There’s no point having solar panels 
that you don’t know how to fix. Or having 
a really complex, amazing water system 
but when it breaks down you have to fly 
an engineer from Portugal to fix it. It’s 
about appropriate technology solutions 
we can all understand. That’s empower-
ment and that’s what off grid brings you.”
 Attending one of Cassie's courses 
(plas-helyg.co.uk ) or visiting the Off 
Grid Festival is a great way to get a taste 
of the off grid life. You'll get a rest from 
the urban noise and busyness, feel more 
grounded and connected with nature and 
the seasons and learn some new skills. 
What’s certain is that your brain and body 
(and your children) will thank you for it. 

MORE INSPIRATION

Off Grid Festival takes place from 10-13 
August at Goffin’s Land, Exeter, Devon
offgrid-festival.co.uk

'GET INTO THE WOODS. GET DIRTY. SCRAPE YOUR 
KNEE. HAVE EXPERIENCES OF RISK! IT MAKES FOR 
BETTER JUDGEMENT WHEN YOU’RE AN ADULT'

http://www.offgrid-festival.co.uk


CHESHIRE 27-29TH MAY
Th�r� �r� �v�r 130 f��t�st�c �ct�v�t�es f�r the wh�le f�m�l� t� �xpl�r� & ��j�y!

T H E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  F E S T I VA L

“It’s Glastonbury for Kids”
- SUNDAY MIRROR

www.geronimofest.com
Ov�r 130 �ct�v�t�es ch�ck �ut the v�d�� �n �ur w�bs�t�

JOIN US FOR A MINI VACATION
cr�at��g m�g�c�l f�m�l� m�m�r�es...

Wh�th�r ��u’re m�st l��k��g f��w��d t� th� 
c�l�br�t�es �n the m�in st�ge, w�tch��g � c��c�s, 
tr�i�g ��ur h��d �t ��ch�r� �r ��j�yi�g � fr�z�n s��g 
al��g we kn�w ��� w�ll l�ve wh�t we h�ve pl��n�d.

G�r�n�m� �s �p�n fr�m 10am t� 9.30pm w�th th� 
ev�n��g b�i�g br�ught t� � cl�se b� �ur st�r�t�ll�r 
r�u�d th� fire. Wh� n�t j�in �s f�r � c��p��g ��d 

gl��p��g �xp�r�e�c� ��d�r the st��s ��d h�v� � m�n� 
v�c�t��n. D�n’t m�ss �ur gr�up m��n��g ��g� s�ss��n 

t� g�t ��� r�r��g t� g� f�r the d�y.

G�r�n�m� �s � d�st�n�t��n f�r f�m�l�es l��k��g t� 
sp��d q�al�t� t�me t�g�th�r wh�le b�i�g 

e�t��t�in�d ��d d�sc�v�r��g �m�z��g �ct�v�t�es.

BOOK NOW

23 & 24  SEPTEMBER, 2017

10am to 5pm 

Honest 
to Goodness

Award-winning
family friendly 

festival

FREE
admission,
£5 Parking

10am to 5pm

to Goodness
AAAAward-winningward-winning
family friendly

WE’LL HAVE YOU... 

building a den, signed up to 

woodland school, foraging for food, 

making jam, blacksmithing, fixing, 

learning and generally having a 

great deal of fun... A refreshing 

festival for all the family.

KIRKLEATHAM
REDCAR TS10 5NWREDCAR TS10 5NW

130 Stalls

woodland school, foraging for food, 

making jam, blacksmithing, fixing, 

100’s
of things 
to see & do

woodland school, foraging for food, 

35,000 Visitors
last year

www.festivalofthrift.co.uk

To advertise, please call Emma or Caroline on 01892 677740

Family Festivals

http://www.geronimofest.com
http://www.festivalofthrift.co.uk
http://www.fairyfestival.co.uk


FolkMusic by the Sea!
•CEILIDHS•CONCERTS•CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL

•WORKSHOPS•CRAFT AND FOOD STALLS
•MORRIS DANCING•PUB SESSIONS•CAMPSITE

•MAIN CONCERT VENUE with FESTIVAL BAR   

11 - 18 August 2017

broadstairsfolkweek.org.uk
t 01843 604080 

e info@broadstairsfolkweek.org.uk

Broadstairs Folk Week is a registered charity No 1104684. All monies raised are
used to promote and fund the festival. Company Ltd by Guarantee No 4485954.

  RAISING KIDS WITH CONSCIENCE                                                             BE FREE! 

Green Parent
WIN

 A PLAY TIPI
 WORTH £120
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THE GREAT ESCAPE
Your ultimate guide to summer festivals

WIN tickets to 20 events!
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tough times

Rewild
YOUR LIFE
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who’ve gone 
back to nature

Plus
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INTO AN ADVENTURE

‘Get into the woods. 
Get dirty. Scrape 
your knee. Have 

experiences
 of risk! 
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on a budget

Enjoyed reading 
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